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Jane Eyre 1

ACT ONE

(As the audience enters, they see a unit set behind a dark scrim. It consists of skeletal
construction with many levels, steps, slanted ramps allowing access to upper level from
the stage area and a main staircase at center which rolls in and out as needed. It is
purposely non-specific, very impressionistic and able to work for the many locations
required to tell the story.

The audience hears the sound of rain and sees light fog rolling across the set.
There is a huge clap of thunder accompanied by an almost blinding lightening flash.)

Music #1: Graveyard Sequence
Scene 1-I: A Graveyard

(A funeral procession enters as a haunting theme begins. Two rows of MOURNERS enter
carrying large black umbrellas. We see two coffins being carried. The coffins are set
down and the mourners gather around. One small figure, a little GIRL “representing”
YOUNG JANE, kneels facing the coffins, her back to the audience. Overhead on the
second level a VICAR and a MOURNER with an umbrella look down on the
proceedings.)

VICAR
LET YOUR BENEVOLENT LIGHT SHINE DOWN, O LORD
UPON THESE UNWORTHY SINNERS' SOULS.
FORGIVE THEM THE TRANSGRESSIONS OF THEIR DAILY LIVES
THE ERRORS OF THEIR HUMAN WAY'S

MOURNERS
AMEN. AMEN.

VICAR
TAKE YOUR FAITHFUL SERVANTS INTO YOUR OPEN ARMS
AND SHOW THEM YOUR EVERLASTING LOVE.
LET YOUR MERCY AND GOODNESS GUIDE THEM TO YOUR SIDE,
TO THEIR ETERNAL REST.

MOURNERS
AMEN. AMEN.

(From another part of the set, SOLICITOR WOODHAM appears in a special light. As he
speaks, the music continues.)

SOLICITOR WOODHAM
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Jane Eyre 2

....and so it is with some reserve, Mrs. Reed, that | must convey the sad news of the
untimely passing of the late Mr. Reed’s sister and her husband. Their young daughter
would most surely be an orphan were it not for your husband's desire that after his death
you would become a surrogate parent to any of his surviving relatives.

Thus, in response to his wish, I have directed the proper authorities to deliver Jane Eyre
to you in a fortnight. Alas, she will be a fourth child in your widowed household. | wish
you success with this difficult situation and bid you God speed as you enter this new
chapter of your life.

I remain your obedient, Charles W. Woodham, Master Solicitor.

(There is another frightening bolt of lightening and crack of thunder. The lights quickly
black out and the SOLICITOR, VICAR and MOURNERS fade offstage as a window seat
moves on down stage left revealing JANE (age 10) seated in the window, reading a
book.)

Scene 1-2: A Room at Gateshead
Music #2: Where Do | Belong?

JANE
WHY DID YOU
HAVE TO GO,
TAKE THE LOVE | HELD SO STRONG,
LEAVING ME
ALL ALONE

WONDERING WHERE DO | BELONG?

ARE YOUR ARMS

THERE FOR ME?

ARE YOU ECHOING THE SONG
THAT YOU ONCE SANG FOR ME
IN A PLACE WHERE | BELONG?

PERHAPS THERE'S A FLOW'R-COVERED GARDEN
WHERE LOVE OVERFLOWS FROM WITHIN.

PERHAPS THERE'S A HOME WHERE | CAN BE LOVED,
A PLACE WHERE | FIT IN.

IF I PRAY

WILL IT COME?

WILL THE STAR | WISH UPON
BE THE LIGHT

THAT WILL LEAD

TO A PLACE WHERE | BELONG?

SOMEONE IS STANDING IN A GARDEN.
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Jane Eyre 3

SOMEONE IS WAITING THERE,
SOMEONE WHO NEEDS TO HAVE A CHILD SHE CAN LOVE
AS MUCH AS | NEED HER.

IF THERE IS

SUCH A PLACE

WHERE A DREAM CANNOT BE WRONG,
TAKE ME THERE

TO THAT PLACE

WHERE I'LL FINALLY BE------

(Suddenly three children enter screaming JANE's name. They are JOHN REED (age 14),
ELIZA REED (age 12) AND GEORGEANA REED (age 9). They are thoroughly
objectionable children and love taunting JANE.)

REED CHILDREN
Jane! Jane Eyre! Here are you! Jane Eyre, etc.

JOHN
Jane, you impudent child.....my Mother wants to see you immediately in the parlor.
JANE
Why does she want me?
GEORGEANA

Only a child as ill-bred as you would dare to question Mother's wishes. Who do you think
you are?

ELIZA
Quit dawdling, Jane, and get your nasty little self to the parlor.

JOHN
(Pushing her off left) Now!

(They all exit left as lights cross fade to next scene.)

Scene 1-3: The Parlor in Gateshead Hall

(As the window rolls off left, SARAH REED and MR. BROCKLEHURST enter right.
SARAH GIBSON REED is a woman of substance. Although she is far from wealthy, she
maintains the attitude and bearing of the rich. She is not without some charm and she is
certainly educated. She is, however, a hard woman and unflinching in her belief that
JANE is a wicked child. At the present, though, she is all charm and concern as she
speaks to MR. BROCKLEHURST. He is an imposing man, very sure of himself and his
religious fervor is almost terrifying. He seems to be everything a professed Christian
should not....less than charitable, looking for the lowest denominator in all he meets, very
severe and lacking in warmth. As they speak, BESSIE (the maid) pours tea.)
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Jane Eyre 4

MR. BROCKLEHURST
So my dear Mrs. Reed, your life has been less than enchanting since the orphaned child
arrived, unwanted at your doorstep?

MRS. REED
Indeed. She has been a thorn in my side since first introduction. My lovely children have
tried to embrace her with understanding and consideration, but she is stubborn and willful
and refuses their genuine, Christian love.

MR. BROCKLEHURST
Have you treated her with kindness or have you demonstrated true love and dealt with her
in a harsh manner that can only be considered therapeutic?

MRS. REED
I have tried all manner of sponsorship. | am at my wit's end. She refuses to accept her
role as a female in this society. She argues with me incessantly. She wanders off on her
own and reads books that young ladies of her station should not even know exist. | can
take no more. | WILL take no more! | feel she is the perfect candidate for Lowood
School.

MR. BROCKLEHURST
As director of Lowood, | will need to ask her some pertinent questions and ponder her
answers with my professional expertise.

(JANE enters. She is somewhat sheepish, but one also can guess she would not be
intimidated by anyone.)

MRS. REED
(With insincere kindness) Jane, come and be introduced to a man of great repute. This is
Mr. Brocklehurst, director of Lowood School for orphaned girls.

MR. BROCKLEHURST
(To MRS. REED) Her size is small; what is her age?

MRS. REED
Ten years.

MR. BROCKLEHURST
Your name, little girl?

JANE
(Curtseying) Jane Eyre, sir.

MR. BROCKLEHURST
Well, Jane Eyre, and are you a good child?
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Jane Eyre 5

MRS.REED
Perhaps the less said on that subject the better, Mr. Brocklehurst.

MR. BROCKLEHURST
No sight so sad as that of a naughty child. Do you know where the wicked go after death
Jane Eyre?

JANE
They go to Hell.

MR. BROCKLEHURST
And what is Hell? Can you tell me that?

JANE
A pit full of fire.

MR. BROCKLEHURST
And what should you do to avoid falling into that pit?

JANE
I must keep in good health and not die.

MRS. REED
(Shocked by her response) Do you see the sheer gall of the child? She has no respect for
anyone. She is wicked....quite simply, she is wicked.

MR. BROCKLEHURST
Do you read your Bible, Jane? Do you enjoy the Psalms?

JANE
No sir.
MRS. REED
Shocking! Blasphemous!
JANE

Psalms are not interesting.

MR. BROCKLEHURST
That proves you have a wicked heart and you must pray to God to change it and to give
you a new and clean one. Mrs. Reed? (They move away, leaving Jane) You intimated
in the letter that the girl has not quite the character and disposition you would wish.

MRS. REED

That is true. Should you admit her into Lowood School, I should warn the superintendent
and teachers to guard against her worst fault....a tendency toward deceit.
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Jane Eyre 6

JANE
(Overhearing and upset) | am not deceitful. If | were deceitful, I would lie and tell you I
love you. But truthfulness forces me to declare my hatred for you, for your disgusting
children, and for all this house represents.

MRS. REED
(Grabbing her and moving her aside) What more can | say? She is the devil's child.
That a young lady should speak thus is proof she is in great need of discipline and
control.

MR. BROCKLEHURST
No need to fear, Mrs. Reed. She shall be watched by all the teachers. She will be kept
humble. She will not be afforded vacations and her entire life will be Lowood School. |
understand your wishes. You have given the orphan the kindest gift you could. You have
given her Lowood. Bless you Mrs. Reed.

(MRS. REED follows MR. BROCKLEHURST off. The lights fade on them as JANE sings.
As she does, two woman dressed as TEACHERS move on-stage and dress her in the
school uniform.)

Music #3: Where Do | Belong Reprise/L owood

JANE
I’LL FORGET ALL THE HURT
HERE WHERE NO ONE HEARD MY SONG,
FOR I’LL SOON BE A PART
OF A PLACE WHERE | BELONG.

(JANE exits with the 2 TEACHERS)

Scene 1-4: Lowood School

(Lowood vamp begins and STUDENTS march in carrying school books.)

LOWOOD STUDENTS
BELLS RING OUT AND THE DAYS BEGIN;
EV’RY MOMENT IS FULL.
EACH NEW DAY IS THE SAME AS ALWAYS
HERE AT LOWOOD SCHOOL.

DISCIPLINE IS THE WAY OF LIFE HERE;
EVERYTHING HAS A RULE.

NO ONE QUESTIONS A DAY OF LIFE HERE,
NOT AT LOWOOD SCHOOL.

WE NEVER HEAR A KIND WORD
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Jane Eyre 7

OR KNOW A LOVING TOUCH
OUR LIVES ARE FULL OF THE THINGS WE HATE
NOT THE THINGS WE MISS SO MUCH.

JANE
(Reappearing on upper level, this is her final good-bye to Gateshead. As she sings the
following, MR. BROCKLEHURST enters with the other TEACHERS in stage area.)

SO GOOD-BYE

TO THIS HOUSE

THAT IN MEM’RY WILL BE GONE
ONCE | GET

TO THAT PLACE

WHERE | KNOW | WILL BELONG.

BROCKLEHURST
(referring to various students)
SHE’S MUCH TOO SMART FOR HER AGE, TAKE HER BOOKS AWAY.
SHE LOOKS TOO HEALTHY, FEED HER LESS, OH YES!
SHE’S GOT IDEA’S OF HER OWN, BREAK HER SPIRIT.
THIS ONE’S HAIR IS A MESS.
SHE’S FAR TOO GAY FIND OUT JUST WHAT’S SHE UP TO.

TEACHERS
FAR TO GAY! WHY IS THAT?

BROCKLEHURST
WHY IS THIS DRESS MADE OF WOOL, YOU FOOL?

TEACHERS
DRESS IS WOOL AND IT MUST BE COTTON

BROCKLEHURST
MAY | REMIND YOU THESE THINGS WON’T BE TOLERATED
HERE AT LOWOOD SCHOOL!

TEACHERS
RULES ARE RULES
HERE AT LOWOOD SCHOOL!

JANE & STUDENTS
HOW LONG I’'VE WISHED | COULD CHANGE THINGS
AND MAKE MYSELF DISAPPEAR,
TO CLOSE MY EYES AND BE SOMEWHERE ELSE
INSTEAD OF BEING HERE.

(The following verses are sung against one another)
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Jane Eyre 8

STUDENTS JANE
WHERE YOU’RE TAUGHT
FROM THE DAY YOU ARRIVE HERE THAT IS WHERE
NEVER BE SUCH A FOOL | WILL GROW

TO THINK THAT YOUR HOPES
AND YOUR DREAMS WILL SURVIVE HERE THAT IS WHERE

NOT AT LOWOOD SCHOOL I’LL BE LOVED
NEVER HERE, AT LOWOOD SCHOOL! THERE AT LOWOOD SCHOOL.
BROCKLEHURST TEACHERS
TURN DOWN THE LAMPS, SAVE THE OIL, CHECK THE LAMPS,
SAVE ON OIL
THEY DON’T NEED TO SEE.
USE FAR LESS WOOD FOR THE FUEL FAR LESS WOOD
RULES MUST BE LEARNED
AND BE STRICTLY ADHERED TO IN THE STOVE FOR HEATING
RULES ARE RULES
HERE AT LOWOOD SCHOOL. HERE AT LOWOOD SCHOOL
HERE AT LOWOOD SCHOOL! HERE AT LOWOOD SCHOOL!

MR.BROCKLEHURST
(Pulling JANE forward)
This is our new student. Her name is Jane Eyre. | have been advised that she is a liar and
a deceiver. It is your task to ignore and shun her. You are not to speak to her; she does
not exist to any of you. Miss Scatcherd?

(MISS SCATCHERD, a severe woman, steps forward)

SCATCHERD
Yes, Mr. Brocklehurst.

BROCKLEHURST
I place Jane Eyre in your charge. | trust you will know the proper tenets needed to keep
her in tow.

SCATCHERD
Yes, Mr. Brocklehurst.

(MISS TEMPLE, a gentle young teacher, obviously unlike the rest of the teaching staff,
steps forward)

MISS TEMPLE

Mr. Brocklehurst, | would be glad to relieve Miss Scatcherd of that task if her duties
today seem heavy.
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Jane Eyre 9

BROCKLEHURST
No, Miss Temple. | fear you and your "kind" ways would not be the guidance Eyre
deserves. Miss Scatcherd, teachers, | shall leave her to you. What she is today will not be
what she is tomorrow.

(He leaves. MISS SCATCHERD approaches Jane with a threatening look)

SCATCHERD
Burns! (HELEN BURNS, a young, ill-looking girl steps forward.) The stool!

(HELEN gets the stool and moves it down right. She then steps back in line after giving
JANE a look of compassion. MISS SCATCHERD propels JANE to the stool and JANE
steps up on it.)

Eyre you are to stand on this stool for the rest of the day. You will have no drink and no
food. Your fellow students are to shun you, knowing you are a girl of deceit!
(She turns savagely on the others) To classes. Immediately!

(They all scurry leaving JANE on the stool. They split into three distinct groups, the
YOUNGEST STUDENTS, MIDDLE STUDENTS and OLDEST STUDENTS and begin
their studies.)

Music #4: Lowood School Round

YOUNGEST STUDENTS
TWO MINUS ONE LEAVES US ONE REMAINING
TWO PLUS ONE EQUALS THREE AND
TWO TIMES ONE BRINGS US BACK TO TWO BUT
TWO INTO ONE CANNOT BE.

MIDDLE STUDENTS
THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD, I’LL NOT BE WANTING.
GREEN PASTURES HE SHOWETH ME.
HE LEADS ME BESIDE ALL THE STILL BLUE WATERS;
HIS ROD AND HIS STAFF COMFORT ME.

OLDEST STUDENTS
BONJOUR MONSIEUR, PARLEZ VOUS FRANCAIS?
JE PARLE, UN PEU, MON AMI.
BONJOUR MADAME, COMMENT ALLEZ VOUS?
TRES BIEN AUJOURD’HUI, MERCI

TEACHERS
LEARN YOUR LESSONS
LEARN THEM WISELY
PAY ATTENTION
LEARN THEM WELL.
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Scene 1-5: Lowood, later in the day.

(By the end of the round, the light has dimmed on JANE in the stool. As scene
begins, we see Jane collapsed on the floor. HELEN comes on to join her.)

HELEN
(Handing her morsels of food) Here. You need some food. I’ve saved some scraps of
bread and cheese.

JANE
Thank you. (As she begins to eat HELEN has a coughing spell) You cough a
lot. Have you been sick long?

HELEN
Not too long.
JANE
What is your name besides Burns?
HELEN
Helen.
JANE
Why is Miss Scatcherd is so cruel?
BURNS

She dislikes our faults and she uses the rod to teach us and improve those faults.

JANE
If I were in your place I should dislike her. I should resist What are your faults Helen?
To me you seem very good.

BURNS
You shouldn't judge from appearance. Miss Scatcherd says | am lazy and she is correct. |
am careless and | forget the rules. This perplexes her because she is naturally neat,
punctual and particular.

JANE
And cross and cruel! Miss Temple doesn't treat everyone like that.

BURNS
(A smile on her face) No, she is the opposite. She is full of goodness and I can tell she
likes you already.

(Burns has a coughing spell. Jane comforts her)
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Jane Eyre 11
JANE
I wish they would call a doctor for you. | heard Miss Temple ask for a doctor, but
she was refused. Some day we will both be better, Helen. | promise.

(The lights dim)

Scene 1-6: In the Classroom, a week later

(The school bell is heard ringing and teachers and students line up attention. MR.
BROCKLEHURST enters.)

BROCKLEHURST
Good morning students, teachers.

STUDENTS
(All curtsey as they respond) Good morning Mr. Brocklehurst.

BROCKLEHURST
I have just returned from a lovely week in London visiting old friends. At most
of the houses I observed the children and their impeccable behavior. | know you young
girls are orphaned. This is no excuse, however, for the slovenly manner you all adopt. As
a result of my London visit, | am even more dedicated to turning out ladies from
Lowood and | plan to see to it that everyone adopts my philosophy.

(During the above speech he has been walking down the line of students. HELEN has
had a persistent cough. He stops in front of her, upset with the noise from her coughing.)

Young lady, step forward. (HELEN steps out of line.) Name?

(HELEN is so terrified she can't speak. MISS TEMPLE steps forward and puts her arm
around Burns.)

TEMPLE
Her name is Helen Burns. (Taking advantage of the opportunity) Mr. Brocklehurst, Helen
has been terribly ill. She has been coughing for weeks now. She can't eat; she has been
unable to spend one peaceful night. Would it be prudent for me to fetch a doctor to tend
to her?

SCATCHERD
I have told you repeatedly, Miss Temple, that Burns needs discipline, not treatment.

TEMPLE
Just look at the pallor of her face.
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(In an effort to show BROCKLEHURST how sick HELEN is, she pulls off her bonnet to
expose her face and Helen's hair cascades down.)

BROCKLEHURST
What is this? Long hair? Hair in curls? What vanity! Miss Temple, you know this is
against every principle of this school!

TEMPLE
I am sorry Mr. Brocklehurst. We never see Helen's hair, but in my attempt to show you
how ill she is, I.....

BROCKLEHURST
I need no feeble explanation from you Miss Temple. This is an outrage! We are here to
discipline and to alter and improve any mistakes of nature. You should know that.

TEMPLE
Let me attempt to arrange the hair in another manner so as not to offend you Mr.
Brocklehurst.

BROCKLEHURST
The hair does not offend me, it offends God Himself! This sort of self-flattery and ego-
gratification is a heinous sin in the eyes of God. Plainness is the only flattery a Christian
needs. Vanity leads to lies. That hair must be cut immediately.

JANE
(Stepping forward defiantly) No!
BROCKLEHURST
Who dares question my decision?
JANE

God gave her that hair! You have no right to alter God's decision!

BROCKLEHURST
Mrs. Reed's warnings were indeed sound. She said you were a naughty girl and so you
are. Fetch me the scissors, Eyre. (JANE stands her ground) Jane Eyre, do as | say. (She
still doesn’t move.) Bring those scissors to me this moment!!

(JANE realizes she must comply and gets the scissors. HELEN steps forward and leans
over so her hair is hanging in front of her. Just as BROCKLEHURST is ready to cut,
JANE steps forward, takes off her bonnet, and mirrors HELEN’S position. As
BROCKLEHURST begins to cut, there is an ominous clap of thunder and a stroke of
lightening. The lights blackout quickly. MISS SCATCHERD and TEACHERS (not MISS
TEMPLE) appear in a pool of light as students exit. )

Music #5: We Have a Duty!
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SCATCHERD
WE MUST ENFORCE EV’RY RULE.

TEACHERS
AND THEY SHALL BE FOLLOWED.

SCATCHERD
MAKE SURE NO ONE EVER STRAYS,

TEACHERS
OR DISOBEYS!

SCATCHERD

GOD HAS ENLISTED OUR HELP,

TEACHERS
IN HIS CEASELESS WISDOM,

SCATCHERD
FIGHTING THEIR DEVILISH WAYS.

(MR. BROCKLEHURST steps into light with MISS SCATCHERD as the other
TEACHERS exit.)

MR. BROCKLEHURST
WITH CHILDREN LIKE BURNS AND LIKE EYRE,

SCATCHERD
WICKED GIRLS!
BROCKLEHURST
WE MUST EMPLOY EVERY TOOL.
SCATCHERD
LIKE THE STOOL!
BROCKLEHURST

TO TEACH THEM THEIR EVIL BEHAVIOR WON’T BE TOLERATED,
NOT AT LOWOOD SCHOOL!

BOTH
NEVER HERE AT LOWOOD SCHOOL!

(Blackout)

Scene 1-7: The Girls’ Sleeping Quarters
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(It is night and JANE and HELEN are in the same bed, both sporting short hair. JANE
tries to comfort HELEN who is again coughing very badly. It is obvious that it is
terribly cold. We hear the wind blowing. MISS TEMPLE enters.)

MISS TEMPLE
How is she, Jane?

JANE
She is worse Miss Temple. You must do something.

MISS TEMPLE
I plan to. I have endured this long enough. | will speak to Mr. Brocklehurst tomorrow.

JANE
Miss Temple, you are the only kind person we see here. Day in and day out we endure
the most hateful behavior from the other teachers. Will it ever change?

MISS TEMPLE
It will Jane, it will. Some day you will look back on your days at Lowood and you will
have some happy thoughts. (She offers a warm drink to HELEN.) Here Helen, try to
drink this. You haven't eaten in days. (HELEN drinks a bit and then coughs). | must go.
If I were found here we would all suffer the consequence. Please girls, be careful. (She
starts to leave and then turns back) | know how difficult it has been for you. I know you
think the entire world is against you and you feel nobody wants you. But you have one
special blessing. You are both so very bright. That is a gift from God. Learn to use it.
Don't relinquish it to anything or anyone. That gift will get you through life. It will give
you independence and that is the only thing you truly need to survive. (She leans down
and kisses them.) | love you both.

(She leaves and comes face to face with MISS SCATCHERD in the hallway.)

SCATCHERD
Your reason for walking the halls so late at night?

TEMPLE
I heard Helen coughing and brought her some warm brew. Miss Scatcherd, we must call
the doctor. She is worse and | fear she won't see dawn.

SCATCHERD
Only Mr. Brocklehurst can make that decision.

TEMPLE
(Starting past her) Then I will visit him now and ask...no plead that he summon the
doctor.

SCATCHERD
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No. (MISS TEMPLE stops. MISS SCATCHERD softens her demeanor.) You go to bed.
I will do so. If she is not better in the morning, I will find a moment to speak to Mr.
Brocklehurst. (MISS TEMPLE exits. Once she is gone, MISS SCATCHERD slyly smiles.)
Of course, if he is in one of his moods, it can wait.

(She leaves, the lights come back up on the beds)

Music #6: 1’ll Stay With You

JANE
Helen, your feet are so cold...here let me warm them with mine. (She touches her brow)
You’re burning up.

BURNS
I’m so cold. (She begins to cry) Please don't leave Jane, I’m so afraid.

JANE
I won't leave you Helen....I promise. We will always be together. You must believe it.

IF THERE COMES A TIME
WHEN EVERY DAY IS FRIGHT’NING,

HELEN
IF THERE IS A DAY
WHEN ALL YOUR HOPES NEED BRIGHT’NING

BOTH
I’LL STAY WITH YOU
I ALWAYS WILL KEEP YOU
(HELEN) I'LL KEEP YOU
IN THE SHELTER OF MY ARMS.

JANE
EVERYTHING | HAVE

HELEN
EVERYTHING | HAVE

JANE
EVERYTHING I'LL BE

HELEN
EVERYTHING I'LL BE

JANE

EVERYTHING | AM
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HELEN
EVERYTHING | AM
JANE
| GIVE WILLINGLY
HELEN
| GIVE WILLINGLY
BOTH

IN THE YEARS TO COME,
ANYTHING | DO,
I WILL ALWAYS BE WITH YOU.

JANE
Oh Helen, I’ll give you strength.....you will have all of mine and get well. And then
together we shall have everything that is good in life.

HELEN
HOW WARM IS THE SUN,
HOW BLUE THE SKIES THERE WAITING.

JANE
WE’LL HAVE ALL THE DREAMS
WE’VE SPENT OUR LIVES CREATING.

BOTH
AND

I’LL STAY WITH YOU.

I ALWAYS WILL KEEP YOU
(HELEN) I'LL KEEP YOU

IN THE SHELTER OF MY ARMS.

IN THE SHELTER OF MY ARMS.

(HELEN coughs again)

JANE
Go to sleep now Helen. Know you are safe and that | am watching over you tonight.

(They fall asleep, wrapped in each other’s arms. MISS TEMPLE has been looking on
from overhead.)

Music #7: (Seque) How Much Can We Learn?

MISS TEMPLE
HOW MUCH WE CAN LEARN FROM THE CHILDREN,
THESE CHILDREN WHOSE INNOCENCE IS PURE,
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WHO STILL SEE THE DREAMS OF TOMORROW
IN SPITE OF EVERYTHING THEY ENDURE?

THEIR HEARTS OVERFLOW WITH THE PROMISE

OF LIVES AS OF YET UNFURLED;

THEIR EYES NOT YET CLOUDED FROM THE DARKNESS
THAT WAITS FOR THEM IN THIS WORLD.

ONCE THERE WAS CHILD

ALL ALONE WITH NO ONE THERE
REACHING FOR A FRIEND,

ANYONE TO SHOW THEY CARED.

NEVER DID THE CHILD

FIND A HAND TO COMFORT HER

ALL HER DREAMS WERE LOST EVER MORE.

AND NOW, AS | LOOK AT THESE CHILDREN,

I MOURN FOR THAT CHILD OF LONG AGO,

WHO ONCE SHARED THEIR INNOCENT PASSION,

SO FULL OF ALL THE DREAMS SHE USED TO KNOW.
IF ONLY WE COULD STAY AS CHILDREN,

HOW WONDROUS THIS LIFE COULD BE.

GOD SHOW ME THE WAY TO SAVE THESE CHILDREN.
PLEASE HEAR THIS FERVENT PLEA.

DON’T LET THEM END UP LIKE ME.

DON’T LET THEM END UP LIKE ME.

(Blackout)

Scene 1-8: The Same, the next morning.

(The girls are asleep. MISS SCATCHERD’S voice is heard offstage.)

MISS SCATCHERD
Jane! Jane Eyre! Where are you, Jane Eyre?! (She enters and sees JANE in bed with
HELEN). Ah, here you are....you disgraceful little girl! We have been searching the
school for you. Get up immediately, both of you! (She calls off.) Mr. Brocklehurst, Miss
Temple.....Eyre is in here, in Burn's bed. Eyre, get up. Burns up....stop dallying.

(MR. BROCKELHURST and MISS TEMPLE enter. JANE is up but HELEN has not
moved.)

MR. BROCKLEHURST
Get up Burns. You two have some explaining to do.

(At almost the same moment JANE and MISS TEMPLE sense that something is terribly
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wrong. MISS SCATCHERD goes to HELEN and shakes her.)

MISS SCATCHERD
Enough of this foolishness....get up Burns. (She tries pulling her up, but when she lets go
of her arm it drops and we realize that HELEN is dead.) Burns? (She bends over and
listens to her heart. Once she realizes that HELEN is dead, she shows no emotion. JANE
tries to go to HELEN but MISS TEMPLE grabs her and pulls her in to embrace her. MR.
BROCKELHURST is shaken but tries not to show it.)

MISS SCATCHERD
Not to worry Mr. Brocklehurst, | will handle everything. (MR. BROCKELHURST leaves;
MISS SCATCHERD turns to leave and comes face to face with MISS TEMPLE. After a
moment of strained silence, MISS SCATCHERD exits in another direction. JANE and
MISS TEMPLE go to HELEN’s bedside.)

Music #8: Helen’s Bedside Underscoring.
(MISS TEMPLE lifts HELEN’s hand, kisses it and places it under the coverlet.)

MISS TEMPLE
(She embraces JANE.)
Be at peace Jane, for Helen is. Her trials have ended and she is with the Lord.

JANE
Why didn't they call the doctor? Why did she have to die?

MISS TEMPLE
Her consumption was too advanced. Nobody could have helped at this point. Don't
dwell on that Jane. Look to the future.

JANE
We will meet in Heaven won't we Miss Temple?

MISS TEMPLE
You will surely meet in Heaven. We will all meet there someday.

(The lights fade as the underscoring comes to an end.)

Scene 1-9: The Graveyard
Music #9: Graveyard Sequence #2

(The scene is a repeat of the opening funeral cortege. Now the casket is singular and
smaller. As the chant progresses, we see JANE enter and stand next to HELEN’ s coffin.)

VICAR
LET YOUR BENEVOLENT LIGHT SHINE DOWN O LORD
UPON THIS UNWORTHY SINNER’S SOUL
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TAKE YOUR FAITHFUL SERVANT INTO YOUR OPEN ARMS
AND SHOW HER YOUR EVERLASTING LOVE.

ALL
AMEN, AMEN.

Music #10: (Seque) Farewell Lowood

JANE
WHY DID YOU LEAVE ME?
WHY DID YOU GO?
HOW WILL YOU EVER SEE
THAT I MISS YOU SO?

I’LL STAY WITH YOU ALWAYS
AND COME HERE EACH DAY
NO ONE MUST EVER TRY

TO TAKE ME AWAY.

(As the music continues, the procession passes in front of YOUNG JANE as she kneels at
the grave. As procession exits, OLDER JANE has taken her place at the grave, signifying
a passage of 8 years time.)

JANE
DEAR FRIEND, THE TIME HAS COME
FOR ONE LAST GOOD-BYE
THE WINDS OF MY LIFE HAVE CHANGED
IT’S HARD TO SAY WHY.

AND THOUGH | MUST LEAVE YOU,
AND GO OFF ON MY OWN

I’LL CARRY YOUR MEMORY
WHEREVER | ROAM.

(MISS TEMPLE enters.)
MISS TEMPLE
Jane.....Jane......it°’s time to go.

JANE
I knew this day would come.....I just didn’t know it would come so fast.

MISS TEMPLE
Eight years is not so fast, Jane. So many changes in those eight years.

JANE
Yes, new owners of Lowood, a new direction in the school and me a teacher. How I’ve
loved being a teacher.
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MISS TEMPLE
When | saw you answering the advertisement for the governess position, | almost wanted
to destroy the letter.

JANE
A governess.....it seems just moments ago that | needed tending and watching myself.

MISS TEMPLE
YOU’RE ALL THAT | DREAMED YOU COULD BE;
A CHILD WHO’S BEEN NURTURED BY THE SUN.
A BEAUTIFUL FLOWER THAT HAS BLOSSOMED
AND BRIGHTENED THE LIVES OF EVERYONE.

DETERMINED TO GRASP LIFE’S PROMISE
THOUGH STUBBORN, COMPARED TO SOME.
MY PROUDEST ACCOMPLISHMENT IN LIFE IS
THE WOMAN YOU HAVE BECOME.

JANE
YOU HAVE BEEN MY GUIDE;
SHOWN ME THINGS | NEVER KNEW
YOU HAVE BEEN MY FRIEND
EVERYTHING | AM IS YOU.

HOW CAN | REPAY

EVERYTHING YOU GAVE TO ME?
CAN | LEAVE BEHIND

YOUR LOVE?

MISS TEMPLE
GO OFF TO THE WORLD THAT AWAITS YOU
AND FOLLOW EVERY PATH YOUR HEART WILL KNOW.
BE KIND TO THE CHILD AS YOU TEACH HER
AND GUIDE AND PROTECT HER SO SHE’LL GROW.

JANE
THOUGH DESTINY NOW MAY WAKE ME
TO DREAMS | COULD NEVER PURSUE,
NO MATTER WHERE LIFE MAY TAKE ME,

MISS TEMPLE
NO MATTER WHERE LIFE MAY TAKE ME,

BOTH
| SHALL ALWAYS REMEMBER YOQOU.
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JANE
I owe you so much.

MISS TEMPLE
Be true to yourself, Jane. Never give in to life’s difficulties. Just be Jane Eyre. From
that | can take no greater payment.

(They hug.)
JANE
I will always love you.

(MISS TEMPLE exits. JANE pulls out a letter from her pocket. As she reads, MRS.
FAIRFAX appears in a light on upper level and recites the contents.)

MRS. FAIRFAX
Thank you Miss Eyre for your prompt reply to my request for references. | am happy to
inform you that your request for employment has been accepted. We are awaiting your
arrival with great interest. You will be responsible for one young female student and will
serve as both governess and tutor. Your references are highly laudatory and | am almost
certain you will be most happy here at Thornfield.
Sincerely yours,
Mrs. Alice Fairfax, Thornfield Hall, near Millcote

(The light goes out on MRS. FAIRFAX.)

JANE
NO MATTER WHAT WAITS FOR ME,
WHERE THIS ROAD MAY BEND,
I FACE IT NOW WILLINGLY
THIS LONG JOURNEY’S END.

IS THORNFIELD MY DESTINY,

THE DREAM I’'VE HELD STRONG?

SOMEWHERE TO START A LIFE

SOMEWHERE TO HAVE A LIFE

SOMEWHERE TO LIVE MY LIFE

AND FINALLY BELONG.
(Blackout.)

Scene 1-10: Thornfield Hall
Music #11: Behind Closed Doors #1

(As the SERVANTS sing, they bring on furniture which transforms stage into Thornfield
Hall.)

SERVANTS
FAR DOWN THE HALL BEHIND EV’'RY WALL
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LIE SECRETS WITHIN THIS MAZE.

THORNFIELD’S A PLACE THAT HIDES ‘NEATH ITS FACE

THE FRAGMENTS OF MOURNFUL DAYS.

IF YOU SHOULD DWELL WITHIN THIS STATELY SHELL,
YOU’LL SOON AGREE THERE’S MORE THAN THE EYE CAN SEE.
WE DON’T INTERFERE WITH SOUNDS THAT WE HEAR

OR THINGS EVERYONE IGNORES.

WE JUST COME AND GO AS IF WE DON’T KNOW

WHAT’S HIDING BEHIND CLOSED DOORS.

(The SERVANTS exit. JANE enters and is soon met by JOHN, a servant, husband to
MARY. He is a kind and loving man.)

JOHN
The new governess, | presume? (JANE nods.) Aye...and I am John. I am one of the
many servants here at Thornfield. Me and the wife Mary have been here for years. (He
calls out) Mary....the new governess is here.

(MARY comes running on all befuddled. She is sweet and loving, just like her husband.)

MARY

Ah, so young. But I guess age has nothin' to do with how smart ye be....right Miss?
JANE

Right...Mary?
MARY

Yes, it be Mary. My mum thought everyone should be named after someone in the Bible.
I guess | got a good name. Lord, wouldn't it have been somethin’ if they named me
Bathsheba or Salome'? (They all laugh.) I'll be getting Mrs. Fairfax for you. (And she is
off.)

JOHN
(Indicating a chair) Won't you have a seat Miss? It must have been a frightful long
journey.

JANE
It has been a lifetime of journey.

JOHN
Aye, Miss. But to be honest and not too presumin'....you have a whole lifetime ahead of

ya.

JANE
I suppose | do.
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(With that MRS. ALICE FAIRFAX comes in. She is an expansive person who fills a room
with her goodness and her joy of living. She has been anxiously awaiting Jane's arrival
and she doesn't try to hide her joy as she finally meets her. She is so sure of herself and
so comfortable in the house that one would assume she was the owner.)

MARY
May I introduce Mrs. Alice Fairfax.....Miss Jane Eyre.

MRS. FAIRFAX
(Extending her hand with gracious warmth.) Oh, how lovely....how lovely. You are just
as | imagined you. Please sit down. Mary, some tea and sandwiches. | am sure our new
governess is hungry and thirsty. John, please see to Miss Eyre’s bag. (MARY curtsies
and exits. JOHN takes her wraps and suitcase and exits.)

JANE
Thank you. You are most kind. (Mrs. FAIRFAX sits opposite JANE and they take each
other in.)

MRS. FAIRFAX
So here you are....at last. Ever since | answered your advertisement, | have prayed you
would be just as you seem.

JANE
Thank you. Where is Adele? | am so eager to meet her.

MRS. FAIRFAX
She saw your carriage coming up the pathway and she wanted to pretty herself up before
she met you. She is such an energetic and delightful child. By rights she shouldn't even
be awake this late in the day, but I gather her mother kept very odd hours.

JANE
Her mother? Isn't Adele your daughter?

MRS. FAIRFAX
No....no. (She laughs) She is not my daughter. No her name is Varens. Adele Varens.
Her mother is........ with her no more. | have no family. It can be very lonely here...very
solitary and forsaken. The Master is away so often and here so infrequently that
loneliness is my usual demeanor.

JANE
The "master"?.....1 thought you said you had no family.

(Before MRS. FAIRFAX can explain, MARY reenters, carrying the tray of refreshments.
She is accompanied by ADELE.))

ADELE

Copyright 1998 Matthews, Malthaner, Corritore



Jane Eyre 24
Excusez moi, Madame. C'est la' ma gouvernante?

MRS. FAIRFAX
| fear | have no idea what the lass is talking about. She comes from France and therefore
she chooses only to speak French. | dare say, | think she understands all WE are saying,
however..

JANE
Mais oui, certainment, Adele. However, | must ask that our first assignment is that you
speak English. It would make it so much easier for all concerned, don't you agree?

ADELE
Mais oui.

JANE

Now come here and let me look at you. (Adele crosses to her.) Yes, you are beautiful.
Tomorrow we will begin our lessons and our learning.

ADELE
Our learning?

JANE
Yes, one can learn without a schoolroom. We will take walks through the fields that
surround Thornfield and we will learn about nature, animals and the flowers. We will
study all we can that isn't in books and all we can that is. And we will paint.

MRS. FAIRFAX
Paint, Miss Eyre?

JANE
Yes, paint. | believe that art is the window of the soul. Do you like to draw Adele?

ADELE
Oui Madame. 1do it all the time. 1 also sing and dance...just like Mama. She was a
singer and a dancer. Would you like to see me dance? | could do it right now. | have
been practicing.

JANE
Where is your mother, Adele?

ADELE
In Heaven with the Blessed Virgin. | could also sing if you like.

MRS. FAIRFAX
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I am afraid we must acquiesce Miss Eyre. Adele, my sweet, please make it brief. Very
brief.

(MARY sits at the harpsichord and accompanies ADELE.)

Music #12: Adele’s Welcome

ADELE
BONJOUR DEAR SWEET MAD’MOISELLE
I’M SO HAPPY YOU ARE HERE
I’LL TRY TO LEARN MY LESSONS WELL
AND PLEASE YOU THROUGH THE YEAR.

THINK OF ALL THE TIME WE’LL SPEND--
SHARING SECRETS WE CAN TELL.

YOU CAN BE MY CLOSEST FRIEND

AND I’LL BE YOURS AS WELL.

(SMALL DANCE BREAK)

NOW THAT WE’LL BE DEAREST FRIENDS,
| HOPE THAT YOU’LL WANT TO STAY.
I’LL SAY A PRAYER AS EACH DAY ENDS
YOU’LL NEVER GO AWAY.

(JANE and MRS. FAIRFAX applaud their approval.)

MRS. FAIRFAX
Adele it is long past your bedtime. You have many weeks, many months to entertain
Miss Eyre. Mary, would you please see Adele to her room. | will be up shortly to hear
you say your prayers.

ADELE
All right. I will sing and dance again for you tomorrow, Miss Eyre.

JANE
Yes...I will look forward to the entertainment eagerly.

(MARY and ADELE leave up the center steps.)

MRS. FAIRFAX
The child misses Mr. Rochester so dearly.

JANE
Mr. Rochester? Who is Mr. Rochester?

MRS. FAIRFAX
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Why the Master of the House, Miss Eyre. You did not know?

JANE
No. I’m puzzled. Is this not your house?

MRS. FAIRFAX
My house? Oh, no. How charming that you thought it could be mine. No, this house is
owned by Mr. Edward Fairfax Rochester.

JANE
Edward Rochester? How did | not know this?

MRS. FAIRFAX
I apologize most heartily if it was my oversight. As | think back now, all the
correspondence was with me. 1 am mortified that I did not give you full disclosure before
you came. | assumed you
knew....but then, how could you?

JANE
Please don't apologize. It matters not actually. 1 am here to be a governess for that
charming young girl. Is Mr. Rochester here now?

MRS. FAIRFAX
No, we haven't seen him in months. Mr. Rochester makes a habit of showing up at the
oddest times. So the flowers are always fresh....the bed linens newly starched...and the
house as bright
and shiny as a sixpence.

JANE
Do you like him?

MRS. FAIRFAX
I have no cause to do otherwise. He is considered a just and liberal landlord by his
tenants. His character is unimpeachable but he also can be rather peculiar at times.

JANE
In what way?

MRS. FAIRFAX
Nothing striking, but you feel it when he speaks to you. You cannot be always sure
whether what he says is in jest or earnest, whether he is pleased or the contrary. But it is
of no consequence; he is a very good employer.

JANE
And Adele....what do | need to know about Adele?
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MRS. FAIRFAX
Well the briefest version would be to tell you that Adele was born on the Continent and
only came here to Thornfield six months ago. Her mother.......was an actress and |
suppose that is all you need to know about her. Mr. Rochester feels an obligation to the
young girl and looks after her. (Changing the subject.) Now we must stop this idle talk.
I need to show you Thornfield. There are three floors of rooms. Much of it is closed up,
but I will show you the rest.

JANE
I would love that, Mrs. Fairfax. Thank you.

MRS. FAIRFAX

(Rising and leading the way up the center stairs) | think we’ll begin at the top and work
our way down...would you follow me please....

(Her request is stopped by a piercing laugh echoing through the house. It startles JANE,
but other than a bit of concern MRS. FAIRFAX does her best to not show alarm.)

JANE
Mrs. Fairfax, did you hear that?

MRS. FAIRFAX
Very likely one of the servants.......perhaps Grace Poole. (Calling out.) Grace? She
sews in one of the upstairs rooms. Sometimes Mary is with her and they are frequently
noisy together.

(GRACE POOLE enters at top of stairs. She is a tired looking woman....anything but
pleasant and there is an air of fear about her.)

GRACE
Yes, mu'm.

MRS. FAIRFAX
Too much noise, Grace. Remember........ directions!

GRACE
I do me best, mum. It is not easy you know. | do me best.

MRS. FAIRFAX
Grace, enough! Please welcome our new governess. Miss Eyre, this is Grace Poole. She
has been an employee at Thornfield for a long time.
(JANE holds out her hand in welcome to GRACE but she ignores it.)

GRACE
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A governess at Thornfield, eh? (Chuckles) We need more than a governess in this old
house, you can be sure.

MRS. FAIRFAX
Grace, back to your duties. (GRACE just stares at JANE.) Grace, please!

GRACE
(Mumbling to herself) Duties? Only a fool would assume such duties. (She keeps
muttering as she exits off upstage ramp.)

MRS. FAIRFAX
And now Miss Eyre, a tour of Thornfield. I am sure you will love the oak paneling,
elegant furnishings and spacious lawn and gardens.

(As they exit, another peel of laughter is heard coming from the direction of GRACE’s
exit. MRS. FAIRFAX has exited but JANE stops and looks. There is a clap of thunder
and lightning and the lights fade.)

Music #13: Behind Closed Doors #2

(As the SERVANTS sing they strike furniture from previous scene and set up the next.)

SERVANTS
WE MUST DO OUR BEST TO CAUTION OUR GUEST
“PAY HEED TO OUR WISE REFRAIN!”
LEST SHE SHOULD REGRET, IT’S BEST TO FORGET
THE THINGS THAT SHE CAN’T EXPLAIN.
WHAT GOES ON HERE
ISNOT AS IT APPEARS
AND, BY THE BY,
IT'S MORE THAN WHAT MEETS THE EYE.
WE KEEP TO OURSELVES WHILE DUSTING THE SHELVES,
ATTENDING TO DAILY CHORES
AND VOW TO CONCEAL AND NEVER REVEAL
WHAT’S HIDING BEHIND CLOSED DOORS.

Scene 1-1l: A Footpath Near Thornfield, early evening a few days later

(In the darkness we hear the sound of a horse galloping, getting closer and closer.)

ROCHESTER’S VOICE (OFFSTAGE)
Stand aside.....stand aside | say!!!! Aaahhhhhhhhhh!!11i111

(The horse whinnies loudly and we are aware that the rider has been thrown.)

JANE (OFFSTAGE)
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Are you injured, sir? (The man mumbles under his breath. It is obvious that he is hurt.)
Can I do anything?

ROCHESTER (OFFSTAGE)
You must stand on one side and support me.

(JANE appears, supporting a limping man (ROCHESTER). She helps him sit on a tree
stump.)

JANE
If you are hurt and want help, sir, I can fetch someone from Thornfield Hall.

ROCHESTER
Thank you, | have no broken bones-- only a sprain, I’m sure.

(As he attempts to stands up, he utters a gasp at the pain and holds on to her with even
more strength. For the first time she truly looks at him. He is a huge man, dark,
brooding, a long mane of hair. He looks as if he has been riding his horse for hours. He
is unkempt and a bit seedy, but there is something magnetic about him. Even through
the obvious disarray, one can tell he is handsome. JANE is immediately struck by the
man, but refuses to display her interest at this time.)

JANE
I will stay with you, sir, till I see you mounted back on your horse.
ROCHESTER
I should think you ought to be at home yourself. Where do you come from?
JANE
Thornfield Hall.
ROCHESTER
Thornfield Hall? Whose house?
JANE
Mr. Edward Rochester's.
ROCHESTER
Do you know Mr. Rochester?
JANE
I have never seen him.
ROCHESTER

(Toying with her) He is not in residence then?
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JANE
No.
ROCHESTER
Can you tell me where he is?
JANE
| cannot.
ROCHESTER
And you are----?
JANE
I am the governess.
ROCHESTER

Ah, the governess. Well, do you have a bumbershoot or something I can use as a walking
stick?

JANE
No.

ROCHESTER

No?! You are on the footpath and create a nuisance that causes my horse to stumble and
make me fall and yet you are in no situation to be of comfort to me? 1 hope being a
governess comes easier to you than being a nurse.

JANE
Surely I can be of some help?

ROCHESTER
The kindest help you could give me is to leave me alone. I can suffer through this myself
without your assistance. Please leave me.

JANE
Yes, sir. Whatever you wish, sir!

(She leaves in a huff. He struggles to get himself up and starts off as the lights fade and
the SERVANTS come on to change the furniture.)

Music #14: Grace Crossover Music
Scene 1-12: A Hallway at Thornfield, later that night

(While the SERVANTS change the furniture below, above GRACE POOLE begins a
crossover from stage left. We see that she is drinking. Eventually MRS. FAIRFAX enters
above from stage right.)
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MRS. FAIRFAX
Grace, why are you stumbling around the house at this Godforsaken hour? Is it your
intent to confuse Adele and Miss Eyre when they arise?

GRACE
And how, madam, would my appearance confuse?

MRS. FAIRFAX
You are not to leave your post, do you understand? Now get back to your assignment
and don’t get haughty with me.

GRACE
Yes, mum. (She exits stage left, mumbling all the way. The lights fade.)

Scene 1-13: Thornfield Hall, the next morning.

(JOHN is dusting as JANE enters.)

JOHN
Good morning Miss Eyre. Did you sleep well?
JANE
Yes, thank you John.
JOHN

Mr. Rochester arrived last night. He would like to meet you. He asked that you join him
as
soon as you awoke this morning.

(They move into the area where ROCHESTER sits in his chair looking at drawings, his
back to JANE. ADELE is at his feet, playing with a doll.)

Here is Miss Eyre, sir.

(JANE moves in and is shocked at the sight she sees. ROCHESTER is sitting on chair
with his sprained ankle on a stool.)

ROCHESTER
Come in Miss Eyre and please sit down. (She does.) That is all John. (JOHN exits) Miss
Eyre, | must adm